Consequences of radiation accidents.
Radiation injury attributable to radiotherapy is a topic that has attracted ample attention in the literature, especially in a vast number of publications in plastic surgery. However, the literature is clearly devoid of compilations regarding the effects of ionized radiation accidents. A case of a radiation accident is presented. It is nearly impossible to anticipate the extent of effects of external irradiation of the skin and subcutaneous tissues. The initially healed area should be expected to show late recurrent necrosis. Patients exposed to ionized external irradiation are no longer radioactive and can be treated as ordinary patients. However, these patients should be followed closely for years, keeping in mind the onset of late radiation effects like skin necrosis in various parts of the body, skin and other organ cancers, leukemia, infertility, hypothyroidism, and cataracts.